
 HISD has recently an-
nounced that it will need to 
cut approximately $200 Mil-
lion from next year’s budget. 
School Superintendent Rich-
ard Carranza stated, “School 
next year will look different. “  
 HISD has cited a varie-
ty of issues which have result-
ed in this dire situation, in-
cluding: 
• State mandated 

“recapture” payment is 
due to be paid; Houston 
must “share our wealth” 
from property tax pro-
ceeds 

• Lower student enrollment 
due to devastation of 
homes and schools by 
Hurricane Harvey 

• Projected loss in tax reve-
nue due to property dam-
age by Hurricane Harvey 

 The district is in the 
early stages of planning for 
the impact of the shortfall. 
Proposals which are being 
considered include: 
• Significant changes to the 

HISD Magnet Program 
and School Choice sys-
tems. 

• Centralized school fund-
ing, as opposed to individ-
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District Faces Budget Challenges 
Calendar  

Wed., 1/31 

 

Hawaii Trip Parent  

Meeting, S-100, 6:30 PM 

 

Fri., 2/2 

 

AP Kick0ff Breakfast for 

AP Scholars, 9:50 AM in 

the Commons 

 

University of Houston Col-

lege Visit, 11:00 AM in S-

100 

 

 

Sat., 2/3  

 

Saturday Tutorials, 9 AM-

12 Noon 

 

Super Saturday Credit Re-

covery Session, 8AM-12 

Noon 

 

Mon. 2/5  

 

Choices Parent Night,  

6-7PM in N144 

 

PTO Meeting, 7PM in the 

Library 

January 29, 2018 

ual principals controlling 
school budgets. 

• Standardized staffing for-
mulas based on stu-
dent:staff ratios 

 Rene Barajas, the dis-
trict’s chief financial officer, 
said, “It’s a sea of change for 
HISD, but at end of the day, 
from a budgetary perspective, 
we're still going to get the job 
done. It's just going to be 
harder."  
 Westside parents are 
encouraged to get informed 
and stay up to speed on the 
details as the district faces 
this major budgeting chal-
lenge. Please watch for up-
dates in future issues of the 
eNews, as well as on the 
school’s and district’s social 
media accounts.  Also, check 
local news and media cover-
age, such as these two arti-
cles linked here: 
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/

news/education/article/Houston-ISD

-proposes-drastic-changes-to-

school-12512316.php 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/

news/houston-texas/houston/article/

Sit-up-and-listen-folks-HISD-is-

about-to-make-12530850.php?

cmpid=gsa-chron-result 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/education/article/Houston-ISD-proposes-drastic-changes-to-school-12512316.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/education/article/Houston-ISD-proposes-drastic-changes-to-school-12512316.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/education/article/Houston-ISD-proposes-drastic-changes-to-school-12512316.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/education/article/Houston-ISD-proposes-drastic-changes-to-school-12512316.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Sit-up-and-listen-folks-HISD-is-about-to-make-12530850.php?cmpid=gsa-chron-result
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Sit-up-and-listen-folks-HISD-is-about-to-make-12530850.php?cmpid=gsa-chron-result
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Sit-up-and-listen-folks-HISD-is-about-to-make-12530850.php?cmpid=gsa-chron-result
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Sit-up-and-listen-folks-HISD-is-about-to-make-12530850.php?cmpid=gsa-chron-result
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Sit-up-and-listen-folks-HISD-is-about-to-make-12530850.php?cmpid=gsa-chron-result
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Wolf Band Hosts Prestigious Composer 

 The Wolf Band was honored to 
host  John Mackey, one of the most 
prestigious band composers of our 
time, for a Q & A session and educa-
tional clinic in the Westside Auditorium 
last week. Mr. Mackey is a prolific com-
poser of contemporary music, primarily 
for high school and university wind 
bands and orchestras. Westside’s Wind 
Ensemble worked on Mackey’s piece, 
“Sheltering Sky”, under his guidance. 
They prepared the composition for their 
performance at the “John Mackey Fes-
tival” at Lamar Consolidated High 
School later in the week. 

John Mackey, 2nd from left, with Westside’s Band Directors 
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What’s Happening in the Westside Library? 

 Kami Garcia, author of the soon

-to-be-released young-adult novel, 

Broken Beautiful Hearts, will be mak-

ing a stop at Westside on her upcom-

ing national book tour. The event will 

be held in the Library on February 12th 

and include a talk, Q & A session, and 

book signing. To participate, interested 

students must sign-up in the Library by 

February 8th. Pre-order forms for the 

book are available in the Library. 

Author Event 

Literacy Empowers You Celebration Blind Date with a Book 
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Announcements 

January is  

School Board 

Recognition  

Month 

 

Thank You 

Holly 

Flynn 

Vilaseca! 

PTO  

Meeting 
 

MONDAY 

Feb. 5 
 

7:00 PM 

In the Library 
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Announcements 

Saturday Tutorials 
Spring Semester 

 

 
 
 
 
 

9 AM — 12 Noon 
Students must arrive by 9:15! 

Bring ID’s, laptops & assignments 
 

 

February 2/3 & 2/17 

March 3/3 & 3/24 

April 4/7, 4/21, & 4/28 

May 5/5 & 5/19 

Credit Appeal 

Super Saturdays 

 

Spring Semester  Dates 

  

 

Feb. 3 8am-12Noon Credit Appeal Session 

Feb. 10 8am-12Noon Credit Appeal Session 

Feb. 17 8am-12Noon Credit Appeal Session 

Feb.24 8am-12Noon Credit Appeal Session 
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Class of 2018 News 

 

https://www.smart-pay.com/ 

Don’t delay!  
We only have 145  

2018 yearbooks left to sell!  
 

 
 

Contact Ms Roberts at  

srobert2@houstonisd.org  

for information and details.   

Senior Countdown 

Herff Jones on Campus 

Our exclusive vendor for Official Westside HS 
Graduation Announcements and Class of 2018  

Memorabilia and Merchandise 
 

Tuesday, January 30 for Last Names A-L 
Wednesday, February 7th for Last Names M-Z 

 

A-Lunch in the Commons 
___________________________________ 

 

Senior Dues  
$200 

Submit payment in cash in A205 
Pay by credit card: 

https://www.schoolpay.com/ 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prom 2018 
Enchanted Garden! 

 

 May 4th, 8pm-12:30am 
Omni Houston Hotel Westside 
Eldridge Parkway at Katy Freeway 

 

Followed by After Prom, 1-5:30am 
Dave & Busters  

6010 Richmond 
 ________________________________________ 

 

Senior Honors Night 
Monday, May 21 

6:30-9:00 pm 
___________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Graduation 

Saturday, June 9th 

3:00 PM at NRG Stadium 

https://www.smart-pay.com/
mailto:srobert2@houstonisd.org
https://www.schoolpay.com/


School Web Address: 

https://www.houstonisd.org/westsidehs   
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Quick Links 

HISD Web Address: 

https://www.houstonisd.org  

School Pay:  

Pay your senior dues, Power Up, band/

orchestra/choir fees, and some athletics 

fees. Instructions if needed. 

https://www.schoolpay.com/ 

Yearbook Orders:  

https://www.smart-pay.com/ 

Subscribe to receive eNews by eMail:  

click here 

Submit news and pics to the eNews: 

newsatwhs@gmail.com 

https://www.houstonisd.org/westsidehs
https://www.houstonisd.org
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/13644/Schoolpay%20Parent%20Brochure.pdf
https://www.schoolpay.com/
https://www.smart-pay.com/
https://mailman.listserve.com/listmanager/listinfo/whscommunity
mailto:newsatwhs@gmail.com

